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History of IWMI 

1984 1991 2011 20121996

Broadened mandate: 
the International Water 
Management Institute 
(IWMI)

2019

Launched 
Strategy 2019-2023 
‘Innovative Water 
Solutions for Sustainable 
Development’

Awarded
the Stockholm 
Water Prize

Established 
in Sri Lanka as the 
International Irrigation 
Management Institute (IIMI)

Selected  
to lead the CGIAR Research 
Program on Water, Land and 
Ecosystems (WLE)

Joined
the CGIAR
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Water, Climate Change and Resilience
The goal is to equip people and societies with the means to make the adjustments 
across systems, sectors, and scales that are needed to withstand, recover from, and 
anticipate the impacts of climate change.
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Outcome Key questions



AWARE
The AWARE Platform helps countries overcome the challenges and respond to extreme 
climate events in advance to protect people before disasters strike based on early warning to 
early action and finance. 



 Alert Dashboard - Drought
The aware alert dashboard offers to monitor and display alerts or notifications related to various hazards 
(flood, drought and landslide).



Why Climate Smart Governance (CSG) Dashboard?

• Assist policymakers and coordinators across scales in developing, implementing, monitoring and evaluating 
CCA strategies and plans. 

• CSG diagnosis and identify potential adaptation interventions by selecting specific climate impacts and 
adaptation sectors of interest. 

• Guides (sub)national level and non-state actors to develop, implement, monitor and evaluate a national 
adaptation strategy.

• Prioritizes  local-scale investment needs for enhancing resilience

• Monitoring indicators towards SDGs, NAP, SFDRR



Capacity Strengthening for Climate Modelling 
and Early Warning of Disasters 

Guiding the met department in dynamical 
downscaling of climate scenarios 
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Pilot climate information sharing and early 
warning platform for Matara district
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IWMI Environmental Flow Tools 
Online and offline software tools for quick desktop estimation of 

environmental flow (EF) requirements of rivers.

Used in estimating SDG 
indicator 6.4.2 for all countries! 



Sustainable Water Infrastructure & Ecosystems (SWIE) -
Wetlands 

Metro Colombo Wetland Complex

CMR Catchment = 227 km2

Study area = 121 km2

1. Increasing the Resilience of Biodiversity & Livelihoods in 
Colombo’s Wetlands – community engagement focused
2. Rights of Wetlands Operationalisation for Biodiversity & 
Community Resilience – policy focused

Ongoing projects:



Increasing the Resilience of Biodiversity & Livelihoods in 
Colombo’s Wetlands 

Wetland Monitoring App: Citizen Science tool to 
monitor various aspects of wetlands (water quality, 
level, birds, animals etc.) with a dashboard for 
anyone to obtain data. 

Wetland Water Quality Monitoring Device: remote 
controlled device built with locally sourced materials 
to test basic parameters of water quality.



Thank you. 


